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Greenwich Learning Disability People’s 

Parliament 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who was there 

 
Mark Bugg MP for Choice and Control (co-

chair) 

Jason McCulloch  Lead Commissioner, Royal 

Greenwich Council (co-chair) 

Debbie Hosten  MP for Health  

Ravi De  Silva MP for Moving on 

Lavinia Parker  Housing Strategy Officer  

Leon Franklin MP for Housing  

Tommy Weller MP for Keeping Safe  

Anita Rickard Advocacy in Greenwich 

Claire Monmirelle  Day Opportunities Resource 

Manager  

Julie Burns  Advocacy in Greenwich  

Vicky Tantony  Advocacy in Greenwich 

Royal Borough of Greenwich 

Learning Disability Partnership Board 

Zoom Meeting 

12th June 2021 

10.00-12.00 
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Alix Laws  Project Officer Health and Adults 

service  

Terry De Willers  Unity Works  

Sally Ettridge  Greenwich Mencap  

Fiona Apio-Matanda GLLaB 

Matthew Onyemah Community Learning Disability 

Team  

Avril Martin  Carer Representative  

Alison Cuffy  Service Manager 

John Fox  Transitions Co-ordinator  

Lorraine Mason  MP for Jobs and Activities  

Terri Looker  Mencap 

Abida Begun Day Opportunities Strategy 

Support  

Dr Mike Wood  Public Health  

Rosemary Lamport  Ideas Alliance  

Becky Seale  Ideas Alliance  

Selina Marius  Unity Works  

Jane Conner  Public Health  

 

Who said sorry I cannot come. 

 
Councillor Miranda Williams  Councillor  

Claire Monmirelle  Day Opportunities Resource 

Manager  

Michelle Martin  Volunteers Centre Greenwich 

Sharfraz Soobratty Greenwich CCG 

Levent Bellikli GLLaB 

Alain Lodge  Public Health  

Lee Walker  NHS 
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1. Introductions 

Mark and Jason co-chaired the 

meeting.  

They welcomed everyone to the 

Zoom meeting. 

 

2. Ground Rules and New Rules for Visitors 

Mark reminded everyone about the 

ground rules for the meeting and 

told everyone about the new rules 

for visitors. 

 

3. What was said at the last meeting and jobs 

people said they would do. 

Jason read the minutes of the last 

meeting. 

 

Jason is trying to find a co-lead for  

Tommy - Keeping Safe, Jason said 

he will be Tommy’s co-lead. 
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Matthew Onyemah said if Des co-

lead for Choice and Control cannot 

make the next meeting, he will 

update the Partnership Board. 

 

Jason will find out about transport 

and tell the Partnership Board. 

 

Idea Alliance emailed the MPs with 

how to join the 100 Day Challenge. 

 

Avril said that not many parents 

have joined the 100 Day Challenge. 

Avril wanted  what had happened 

in the meeting to be sent to parents 

and carers that could not go to the 

meeting. 

 

Jason said any one can go and 

people in the group should tell 

other people about it. 
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Sarah McClinton said there should 

be a different meeting for parents 

and carers.  

Jason said Claire had been talking 

to Ideas Alliance about a meeting 

for parents and carers. 

 

Jane sent information to the 

Partnership Board about 

vaccinations. 

 

4. Quality Checkers 

 

Quality Checkers Sam, Elizabeth 

and Julia told everyone at the 

Partnership Board about Quality 

Checkers.  

 

Advocacy in Greenwich got 

funding for 5 years from the 

National Lottery. 
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The Quality Checkers will check 

different services in Greenwich to 

make sure they are good for 

people with learning disabilities to 

use. 

 

They will check things like: 

• is there easy read? 

• are the staff helpful and well 

trained? 

• are services easy to use? 

 

If anyone would like their services 

checked, you can call the Quality 

Checkers: 

Phone: 07514 601 490 

Email: 

qualitycheckers@advocacyingreen

wich.org.uk  

Mark Bugg said, could the MPs take 

part with the Quality Checkers. The 

Quality Checker would like other 

people with learning disabilities to 

tell them about their services. 

Quality Check 

mailto:qualitycheckers@advocacyingreenwich.org.uk
mailto:qualitycheckers@advocacyingreenwich.org.uk
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Avril Martin said some people with 

learning disabilities cannot talk, 

could the parents and carers tell 

the Quality Checkers what they 

think? 

The Quality Checkers said they 

could have a meeting for parents 

and carers. 

 

Fiona from GLLaB said the Quality 

Checkers are doing a great job. 

GLLab were doing something similar 

with Voluntary and Community 

Team. 

 

Helen wants the Quality Checkers 

to check Work Train.  

 

Ravi asked how long it takes to 

Quality Check a service. 

They told Ravi about 30 minutes. 
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Jason asked if the Quality Checker 

had checked many services. The 

Quality Checkers said no because 

of the Pandemic. 

The Quality Checkers will write a 

report for the service they check. 

They are unsure if other people will 

be able to read it. The group will 

talk about this when they meet.  

 

5. Carers Report   

The Carers meeting was on 24th 

February. Councillor Miranda 

Williams went to the meeting. The 

Parent and Carers told her how 

they had been feeling in the 

lockdown.  

The Parents and Carers said they 

were happy to get calls from CLDT. 

 

CLDT and Day Opportunities started 

reviews. Parents and cares did not 

find them meaningful. 
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Avril said there must be a building-

based service for people with 

different support needs with 

transport. 

 

Avril said If people are supported in 

the community, there must be fully 

accessible toilets.  

Carers were told about the 100 Day 

Challenge and said it would be a 

good idea to go along to have their 

say. 

Avril has joined 100 Day Challenge 

Team 2.  “What do I want my life to 

be like.” 

They talked about different things 

like: 

• transport and travel 

• accessible toilets 

• one stop shop 

• sports and leisure  
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Avril wanted the challenge to think 

about all the family. 

 

Avril said there had been no respite 

since March 2020 and no Hydro-

Pool. Avril said when will it be back? 

 

Avril does not think service users, 

parents and carers have been 

given choices about the services 

now.  

 

Avril wanted to know what will 

happen when lockdown ends.  

 

She said it is not fair for service users 

not being able to see their friends or 

staff they know. 

 

Avril said Sherard Road should 

open. Lots of money has been 

given to make the building better.  
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Avril said if the Pandemic had not 

happened then the changes to 

Day Opportunities would not have 

happen so fast. 

 

Jason said thank you to Avril for her 

report and what she told the 

Partnership Board about the 100 

Day Challenge. 

 

 

6. Mobilise - Working with cares 

 

 

 

Dom said “Hello” to everyone. He 

said that Mobilise are an on-line 

support group for Parent and 

Carers.  

Mobilise have contacted over 5,000 

parents and carers from the 

Greenwich Borough. 
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Some carers may not be known by 

any services in The Greenwich 

Borough. 

They can give free advice and 

have on-line courses for parents 

and carers. 

Fiona from GLLab said in Enfield 

they have a card for carers, she 

asked if Greenwich had the same. 

Jason said that Greenwich does not 

have a carers card. Greenwich 

wants to make services better for 

carers in Greenwich.   

Anita said that some people with 

learning disabilities may not be 

known to any services in 

Greenwich.  

John Fox asked if Mobilise were on- 

line because of the Pandemic. Dom 

said no they are always on-line. 
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7. MP News 

 

 Leon said that he went to the 

Transport for London Valuing People 

meeting on Zoom with Lorraine. 

 

They went into breakout rooms to 

talk in smaller groups. 

  

Leon said people were complaining 

about people not wearing masks 

properly on the buses. 

 

  Lorraine said video cameras are 

on buses and record people if 

something goes wrong. 

 

The police can look at the camera if 

anything bad happens. 

 

The group talked about Buddy 

Mates to help people on the bus 

feel safe and to tell people where 

to sit.  
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 Debbie said Rosemary from Ideas 

Alliance came to talk to the MPs 

about the 100 Day Challenge. 

 

Rosemary wanted the MPs to get 

involved in the 100 Day Challenge. 

 

Rosemary said they were asking 

people with a learning 

disability what they thought about 

having more activities in the 

community. 

 

 

London Forum 

Tommy said he went to the 

London  Forum with other MPs from 

Greenwich on Zoom. 

 

Lots of people from other, 

London Boroughs were there. 

 

100 Day 
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Heidi, Elaine and Jane from the 

Learning Disability and Autism Board 

told everyone what happened. 

  

We talked about the vaccine. 

 

Leon said Heidi told the group, staff 

should be given training in the NHS 

so they can give better care to 

people with learning disabilities.  

 

She said more people should have 

an Annual Health Check. 

 

   

Jane told us how many people had 

died from Covid. 

 

 

Housing Citizen Forum 

 Leon and Richard had a Citizen 

Forum on Zoom.  

  

10 people came on Zoom to talk 

about how they got on during 

lockdown. 
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Everyone had a lot to say about 

how they were feeling. 

 

Some people found it hard to stay 

at home for such a long time. 

   

Leon asked everyone to please 

read the report.  

 

 

Letter to MP- Learning Disability 

Nurses not Hearses 

 

Ravi said the MPs sent a letter to 

the MP Matthew Penncock to ask 

him to support the Harrow Mencap 

campaign “Nurses not Hearses” 

 

He said he would talk to other MPs 

about it. 
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Royal Borough of Greenwich Public 

Health – Digital Inclusion 

Mark said he talked to 2 people 

from Greenwich Public Health 

about the computer and internet.  

 

They wanted to know if it was easy 

for him to use a computer, tablet, or 

printer.  

They asked if he could go out by 

himself.  

They asked him if he had the 

internet. 

  

They asked Mark what he wanted 

to do in the future. 

Mark said he only got a tablet from 

Advocacy In Greenwich during the 

lockdown to do his MP work.  
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100 Day Challenge 

 

 Lorraine said she will be working 

with Ideas Alliance as the MPs for 

Jobs and Activities. 

 

Different people will get involved in 

the 100 day challenge to say what 

people like to do.  

 

At the 1st meeting lots of different 

people and organisations went. 

 

 We talked about what work people 

do and what is good support.  

 

Mark said he is in Team 1 – What is 

important to us.  Lots of people 

came to the meeting. 

 

 Rosemary and Andrew asked the 

group “What is your goal and what 

do you want to achieve?” 
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How People are Feeling 

 

Ravi said people were feeling fed 

up. 

 

Leon said we are all working on 

Zoom in a different way and some 

people are not sure about going 

out. 

 

Leon said some people are worried 

about going out. 

  

Debbie said people cannot get to 

see their friends. It might be hard for 

them. 

 

 Mark said everyone is missing 

choices, like transport, friends, 

evening activities and loved ones.  

 

People are looking forward to going 

to the pub inside, visiting people 

inside and being able to go to 

bingo and other things. 
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Citizen Forum 

Health and Keeping Safe 

 

 

Debbie said 9 People came to the 

Citizen Forum on Zoom. 

 

I asked people about Health and 

the vaccine. 

 

Debbie asked people if the vaccine 

gave them side effects. Some 

people said no and some said yes.  

 

Debbie said the leaflet should be in 

easy read. We asked people if they 

had any leaflets in easy read. 

 

Tommy asked people about 

Keeping Safe and Hate Crime. 

  

Lots of people said they do not feel 

safe. 
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8. Priority Report 

Health  

Debbie said the Health Subgroups 

have been cancelled because of 

Covid. 

 

Sometimes I met Sharfraz on Teams 

to talk about health and annual 

health checks.  

 

 People were scared of going to 

their GP because of Covid. 

 

Debbie said in other meetings she 

had been to; people were 

talking about the vaccines. 

 

 Debbie found out that a lot of 

people with a learning 

disability have had their vaccine. 
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Jobs and Activities 

 

Lorraine said she went to a 

subgroup meeting on 29th April. 

 

She told everyone what she had 

been doing.  

 

Lorraine told the Partnership Board 

meeting that she had been working 

with the Employment Ambassadors, 

to make training for care staff. To 

tell them how to support a person 

with learning disabilities into work. 

 

At the subgroup Lorraine said 

GLLab told everyone there is a new 

project to help young people back 

in to work. It is called Kick Start. 

 

The Volunteer Centre Greenwich 

said the volunteers were helping 

with vaccines. 
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Day Opportunities are working with 

Idea Alliance to find out what 

people want for the future. 

 

Anita said not many people 

wanted to do the training from the 

Employment Ambassadors. Anita 

asked Jason if he could let people 

know about the training.  

  

Choice and Control 

 

Mark said he was talking about 

choices in the 100 day challenge. 

 

People are looking forward to 

having more choice and control. 

 Mark will co-chair a Citizen Forum 

on 20th May about Choice and 

Control. 
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Moving on 

Ravi has been working on Transition 

Project at Charlton Park Academy. 

 

He asked MP Lorraine to do 

a workshop on Jobs and Activities. 

 

Lorraine and Ravi asked: 

Do you want to get a job in the 

future? 

   

 What job do you want to do? 

 

Do you know how to get that job? 

  

Have you done any work 

experience? 

 

What work experience would you 

like to do? 

 

We have put all the answers in a 

report. 
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Ravi and Lorraine wanted to know: 

 

• What can be done to help students 

try different work experiences? 

  

• What can be done to help students 

find out how to get a job? 

 

John Fox said he thought the 

workshops at Charlton Park 

Academy are very good. 

 

They have lots of information from 

young people about what they 

want to do. 

 

John said they are trying to make it 

better for young people. 

 

John has been to the 100 day 

challenge. 

 

Helen from Unity Works said that 

people leaving school need to 

have more opportunities.  
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Housing 

Leon told the Partnership Board 

what people said at the Citizen 

Forum.  

 

▪ People are trying to cope 

and keep busy. 

 

▪  People were feeling sad and 

not happy. 

 

▪  Some people could use 

Zoom and other people 

found it hard. 

 

▪ People knew who to talk to 

if they had a problem in 

lockdown.  

 

Jason said the Housing Department 

wants to talk to people with a 

learning disability about the new 

strategy.  
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They think it is important to make 

sure there is enough housing for 

people in different groups. 

 

Jason and Leon will talk about how 

to get more people with a learning 

disability to have their say.   

 

The housing department may take 

people around to different housing 

development to check how good 

they are. 

 

Avril asked Jason if the work the 

housing department are doing is 

from the work that was done at 

Golden Lane. 

 

Jason said no. The Housing 

Department was giving the report 

from the Golden Lane meetings. 

 

 

 

To Do: 

Jason to send a link for the housing 

consultation page on the website to 

Partnership Board. 
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Keeping Safe 

Tommy told the Partnership board 

about the Citizen forum for Keeping 

Safe and Health. 

 

▪ He said a lot of people did 

not know about Hate Crime. 

  

▪ A lot of people did not feel 

safe. 

 

 

9. Southeast London Learning Disability and 

Autism Programme 

• Learning Disability Mortality Review 

Sharfraz said he could not come to 

the meeting.   

 

 

 

 

 

To Do: 

Sharfraz to update the Partnership 

Board at the next meeting. 
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10. Anything else 

 

 Liz and Paula said “hello” to the 

Partnership Board. 

 

They said they are working with 

Heart and Soul on a project called 

Believe in Us.  

 

They want to make sure people with 

a learning disability have better 

mental health and physical health.  

 

There will be a big meeting in July. 

 

Terry from Unity Works said they 

know lots of people with learning 

disabilities they may want to take 

part in Believe in Us. 
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Avril said volunteers are needed for 

a cycling group call Unique 

Cycling. 

 

 


