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Royal Borough of Greenwich 

 

Minutes  

for 

Royal Borough of Greenwich 

Learning Disability Partnership Board 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Greenwich Learning Disability People’s Parliament 

 

Who was at the meeting 

Lorraine Mason  MP for Jobs and Activities  

Councillor Miranda Williams  Councillor  

Debbie Hosten  MP for Health  

Ravi De Silva MP for Moving on 

Lavinia Parker  Housing Strategy Officer  

Alice Francis  Advocacy in Greenwich 

Leon Franklin MP for Housing  

Mark Bugg  MP for Choice and Control  

Richard Orrett MP for Keeping Safe 

Anita Rickard Advocacy in Greenwich 

Julie Burns  Advocacy in Greenwich 

Vicky Tantony  Advocacy in Greenwich 

Helen Smith  Unity Works   
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Alix Laws  Project Officer Health and Adults 

service  

Terry De Willers  Unity Works  

Sally Ettridge  Greenwich Mencap  

Fiona Apio-Matanda GLLaB 

Avril Martin  Carer Representative  

Desmond Smullen  CLDT 

John Fox  Transitions Co-ordinator  

Mary Comer   

Sacha Wheatly  Shared Lives  

Angela Gibbons  Greenwich Living Options  

Claire Monmirelle  Resource Manager Day 

Opportunities  

Sharfraz Soobratty Greenwich CCG 

Jason McCulloch  Lead Commissioner, Royal 

Greenwich Council 

 

Who said I cannot come to the meeting 

Alison Cuffy  Service Manager Health & Adults 

service  

Sarah McClinton  Director  

 

 

 

 

1. Introductions 

Lorraine and Councillor Marinda co-

chaired the meeting.  

 

They welcomed everyone to the 

Zoom meeting and said who could 

not come to the meeting. 
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2. Ground Rules and New Rules for Visitors 

Lorraine reminded everyone about 

the ground rules for the meeting 

and told everyone about the new 

rules for visitors. 

 

3. What was said at the last meeting and jobs 

people said they would do. 

Jason read the minutes of the last 

meeting. 

 

At the 100 Day Challenge the 

groups talked about setting up 

groups. Jason and Claire have 

been talking to Viv about the 

groups. 

 

Jane told the Partnership Board 

about vaccines. 
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The Quality Checkers gave a 

presentation. Jason said he is 

looking forward to working with 

them. 

 

Avril read her report. 

Jason said there was a respite 

service for some people. 

Sherard Road is open and has 

space for some people. 

 

Jason spoke to Lindsey from housing 

as she would like the MPs to get 

involved in the housing strategy. 

 

Jason said he will be the co-lead for 

Keeping Safe. 

 

Jason sent a link on volunteering for 

Unique Cycling to Volunteer Centre 

Greenwich. 
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4. 100 Day Challenge 

 

Jason said thank you to everyone 

who got involved with the 100-day 

challenge. 

 

Jason hoped that everyone found it 

good. The council had not done 

anything like this before.  

Jason said: 

 

• The challenges ended in July. 

• The 100 Day Celebration did 

not happen at the end of the 

challenge because of Covid. 

• There will be a celebration on 

9th September. 

To Do: 

Jason will invite Councillor Anthony 

Okereke to the next Partnership 

Board to talk about the housing 

strategy. 
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• The invitation for the 

celebration will be sent out to 

everyone. 

 

Councillor Miranda Williams said she 

was looking forward to meeting 

people face to face at the 

celebration on the 9th September. 

 

 

5. Safe Places   

Denise said Advocacy in 

Greenwich have funding to check if 

places signed to the Safe Place 

scheme still want to be a Safe 

Place. 

 

Debbie and Leon said they have 

done Learning Disability Hate Crime 

workshops in primary schools for 

young people aged 10 and 11. 
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• They did workshops with 9 classes 

• From 5 schools 

• 238 Children in total 

 

 

Councillor Miranda Williams asked 

Denise if staff had training to be a 

safe place and if all community 

centres in Greenwich had signed 

up to the scheme. 

 

Denise said all staff have been 

trained and all community building 

have signed up. 

 

6. Transport 

Jason said he wants people with 

learning disabilities to live as 

independently as possible. 

This will include traveling to where 

they want to go. 
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When the CLDT do assessments they 

will look at: 

• How people travel to where 

they want to go 

• They will check if people have 

mobility car or could do travel 

training 

• Some people will still use GS 

Plus if they cannot use other 

transport. 

GS Plus is part of a group to see 

how the transport service can be 

made better. 

GS Plus had their first meeting on 2nd 

August. 

Anita asked Jason if there was a 

travel training project in Greenwich. 

Jason said yes, it works mainly with 

younger people who need travel 

training.  

Jason said the council can do more 

to help people travel train.   
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7. Carers Report 

Avril said there have been 2 carers 

meetings on Zoom. Face to face 

meetings will happen soon. 

Parents and carers want to know if 

day services will open with more 

sessions and full days. 

 

Service updates: 

• Sherard Road is working with 36 

families 

• 2 Zoom meetings happen 

each day 

• Laptop loan may happen for 

some people 

• Community walks 

• Golden garden project 

opened on 12th July 

• Charlton Assembly Room will 

not open 
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• The community and day 

opportunity mix of support is 

very slow. 

• Parents are worried about 

transport. CLDT will be assessing 

people on their individual 

needs. 

 

100 Day Challenge workplan: 

• Information on one stop 

shop 

• Changing places in the 

community 

• Safe places in the 

community 

• 2 jobs for people with a 

learning disability to give 

their adult and children 

services. 

 

Physio and Hydro: 

Elaine the manager and Kirsty the 

lead Physio, gave an update to 

parents about the service.  
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The Physio’s still need to wear 

masks, gloves, aprons and keep 

their distance. They do not know 

when this will change. 

Pool support is too risky at the 

moment as it needs close contact 

to people. 

Some people may be able to get 

support in other ways. 

Kirsty will visit Sherard Road to meet 

service users. 

Kellie from Carers Centre said 

trained workers can help carers if 

the need support.  

The Carers Centre will be having a 

Carers Forum soon. Kellie will talk to 

the big bosses at the carers centre 

about things that are worrying 

parent and carers. 
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Parent and carers concerns: 

• Carers do not understand why 

the council are not using the 

day service buildings until 

community activities are 

happening. 

• Parents are angry and 

frustrated as they need longer 

sessional days so they can do 

essential things. 

• The parent and carers want to 

know why GS Plus cannot be 

used until a new transport 

service is available. 

• Some older users of day 

services do not want 

community-based activities. 

What choices do they have? 

• Some parent and carers do not 

want to use direct payments. 
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• They said the needs of service 

users have not changed and 

things could be made worse 

by care plans not being met 

and people feeling more 

anxious. 

• The council have told parent 

that the delay in making 

decision is because they want 

to get it right. 

• Parents wanted to know who 

the council are getting it right 

for themselves or service users. 

• The parent and carers wanted 

to know why the changes are 

happening during the 

pandemic. They said the 

changes would have taken 

longer to put in place before 

the pandemic.  They said it 

feels like they are using the 

pandemic and budget cuts as 

an excuse to modernize the 

service. 
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The parent and carers have found 

working together with Ideas Alliance 

has shown how important it is to work 

together.  

All parents and carers want to be 

involved in decisions and their views 

heard by the big bosses.  

They want to make sure that their loved 

ones and parents and carers are given 

respect and kindness. 

Councillor Miranda Williams thanked 

Avril for her report and said she is happy 

to go to a carers meeting. 

Claire Monmirelle said thank you to Avril 

for her report and said she knows some 

parents are having problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To do: 

Jason to make a meeting with parents 

and carers and invite Councillor 

Miranda Williams and Sarah McClinton 
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8. New Name for Royal Hill Car Park? 

Councillor Miranda Williams said the 

new supported living 

accommodation is being built 

where the Royal Hill Car Park used 

to be. 

Jason said that he would like 

people with a learning disability to 

think of a name for the new 

accommodation. 

Jason said how should the name be 

chosen. 

Anita asked Jason when he needs 

the name. Jason said he needs the 

name in a couple of months.  

Avril wanted to know if the Royal Hill 

Car Park had anything that stood 

out that it could be named after.  

Terry from Unity Works said he could 

ask people he supports about good 

names for the building. 
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Anita said the MPs could ask people 

they are in contact with to ask them 

about good names for the building. 

Alice asked for pictures of the 

buildings for the MPs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. MP News  

What is a Citizen Forum? 

Debbie and Leon told the 

Partnership Board about Citizen 

Forums. 

 

To Do: 

• Jason to send a picture to MPs of the 

Royal Hill site  

• Jason to get all idea from MPs and 

council staff about how to choose a 

name of the site and talk about it at 

the next meeting. 
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Debbie and Leon said the Citizen 

Forum meetings are for people with 

a learning disability to come and 

have their say. 

 

It is important that the information 

about the Citizen Forums is shared 

with people with a learning 

disability. 

 

Leon said if you get a flyer, please 

make sure you pass it on to people 

with a learning disability. 

 

 

Easy Read Leaflet Health and 

Adult Services 

Debbie said the MPs looked at the 

Easy Read Leaflet about Health and 

Adults Services.  

 

She said some of the leaflet was 

good and some of it was not easy 

to read.  
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We emailed Alexi Fergus to let her 

know what we thought about the 

leaflet.  

 

 

Choice and Control Citizen 

Forum 

Mark had a Citizen Forum on 20th 

May to ask about what people 

have been missing the most.  

 

Mark asked about how people are 

feeling about the changes.  

 

Mark said we want to make it better 

for everyone with learning 

disabilities.  

 

 

100 Day Challenge 

Mark said he went to 100-

day challenge on Zoom “What is 

Important to You” with service users 

from Riverwood Project.  
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He said he thinks it is important to 

help friends and family and be kind 

and helpful.  

 

 

Transport for London 

Richard went to a meeting on Zoom 

for Transport for London on 

9th June.  

 

Richard said they talked about E-

Scooters and how safe they were.  

• When can they be ridden ? 

• Do you need a test to use it? 

• Will they need insurance 

• Will they need to wear helmets. 

• Could people with learning 

disability be given 

an opportunity to try an 

e scooter.  

• What speed should they go 
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Richard said the group spoke about 

exempt cards on buses. TFL will 

make sure that all bus drivers know 

that some people with a learning 

disability will not wear masks. 

 

 

Safeguard Training 

Debbie said she went to the Safe-

Guarding training with the other 

MPs on Zoom.  

 

She said it was good to learn what 

to do in the safe-guarding training 

and who to report it to. 

 

 

Jobs and Activities  

Citizen Forum 

Lorraine said She had a Job and 

Activities Citizen Forum. Only 1 

person came along to have their 

say.  
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Lorraine will be doing the Citizen 

Forum on Jobs and Activities again; 

she will send the flyer to everyone.  

 

 

London Forum 

Lorraine said she went to the 

London Forum with the MPs. They 

talked about health and speaking 

to health services in lockdown.  

 

A lot of people at the meeting 

said it was hard to speak to health 

services  

 

Lorraine said they talked about 

activities. People said they were sad 

because they were stuck at home 

and not going out much because 

of the virus. 

 

 

Transition Project 

On 30th June we did a Moving On 

Forum at Charlton Park Academy. 
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Ravi said he was in charge of the 

meeting and the other MPs helped 

him out 

32 students took part. They were 16-

19 years old.  

We had talks from Work Train 

Greenwich and Yasmin who talked 

about her life and getting a job. 

We had “Have your say” 

We have a report with everything 

people said. 

 

 

100 Day Citizen Forum Special 

Ravi said he will be working with 

MPs Lorraine and Robert to have a 

special citizen forum about the 100-

day challenge.  

The Special Citizen Forum will be on 

25th August. 10.00-12.00 



23 
 

Ravi will find out how people like 

information given to them. Like easy 

read or video.  

Lorraine said We want to find out 

what people have to say and how 

they feel. 

We have a flyer. We will send this to 

you, please can you share it with 

people with a learning disability to 

come along.  

 

 

10. Priority Reports 

Choice and Control 

Mark said in the Choice and Control 

Citizen Forum, he asked “What 

have you been missing?” 

People have missed spending time 

with their friends and spending time 

going out. 

Mark asked people about the rules. 



24 
 

People said the rules were 

confusing and they do not 

understand what they must do.  

Mark asked people about travelling 

around.  

People said they were nervous in 

crowded places and do not feel 

safe.  

Some people said they were scared 

to travel around. 

 

 

Health  

Debbie said she had a Health Sub-

Group on 14th July. 

Debbie told the sub-group that 

people with a learning disability did 

not get easy read information 

about their vaccine. 

Sharfraz said he will make sure 

people have easy read 
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Sharfraz talked about Annual Health 

Checks. He told us lots of people 

had their annual health checks.  

More people are having their 

annual health checks now. 

Robin talked about the vaccines. 

Liz said they have helped some 

people have annual health checks.  

Debbie asked Liz about the new 

project with Heart and Soul – 

Believe in Us. 

Liz said they want to make sure 

people with a Learning Disability 

and Autism have a better health 

service. 

Liz said there is a new learning 

disability nurse called Jenny she 

works at Queen Elizabeth Hospital.  
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Housing  

Leon said he had a meeting with 

Jason. Jason said there will be new 

houses for people with learning 

disabilities near the old Police 

Station in Greenwich. 

The council are trying to get people 

with a learning disability on the 

priority housing waiting list. 

The Housing Department wants to 

talk to people with learning 

disabilities to find out what they 

think about housing. 

 

Jobs and Activities 

Lorraine said she has gone to the 

100 Day Challenge as the MP for 

Jobs and Activities. 

Lorraine helped Ravi with the 

Moving on Forum at Charlton Park 

Academy. 
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Lorraine said The Employment 

Ambassadors have people who 

want to do training. 

It will help staff know how to get 

support if someone wants to work or 

volunteer. 

 

Keeping Safe 

Richard said he has been working 

as an assistant MP. 

 

Richard let everyone know that 

Tommy is taking a break and he will 

be the new MP for Keeping Safe 

until Tommy comes back to work. 

Richard met with his co-lead Jason 

on 9th July to talk about Keeping 

Safe. 

Jason said we will make an action 

plan about Keeping Safe. 

Richard will be meeting with the 

other MPs as Keeping Safe is 

important in all MP Priorities. 
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Moving on 

In June Ravi said he did a Moving 

On Forum with Charlton Park 

Academy. 

He said he will do more In 

September I hope to do more 

workshops with Charlton Park 

Academy and Shooters Hill College. 

He said he hopes they can go into 

the school and college and talk to 

the students face to face. 

 

 

11. Southeast London Learning Disability and 

Autism Programme and Learning Disability 

Mortality Review 

12.  

There have been 2 deaths. 1 death 

was from Covid and 1 death may 

have been from Covid. 
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CCG will work with CLDT to stop 

placements from ending. They will 

try to think of different ways to help. 

 

There are 1300 people with a 

learning disability in the Royal 

Borough of Greenwich. 

NHS England want 75% of people to 

have an annual health check. 

The CCG have met this target. 

At the Health subgroup Debbie said 

that people with a learning 

disability did not get easy read 

information about their vaccines. 

Primary Care and Mencap have 

given easy read information.  

Thomas from Southeast London and 

Autism pharmacist can also give 

support. 
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13. Anything Else 

Anita said she would be retiring at 

the end of 2021.  

Advocacy in Greenwich will be 

advertising for a new Director. 

 

Helen said Unity Works have 

advertised 6 apprenticeship jobs. 

  

 


